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SUBJECT: ILO REPLIES TO AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
REF: MILLS-STEPHENS TELECON, APRIL 20, 1978 

1. ACCORDING TO ILO SOURCES, IAN LARGEGREN, DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR STANDARDS BRANCH, SENT 
LETTER APRIL 15 TO AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL IN REPLY TO 
LATTER'S LETTER OP PEBRUARY 24 DRAWING ATTENTION TO THE 
PLIGHT OP A WORKERS' GROUP IN THE USSR. LARGEGREN'S 
LETTER, APPROVED BY DIRECTOR GENERAL BLANCHARD, SAID IN 
SUBSTANCE: 

(A) THE ILO HAS NO CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO 
RECOGNIZE ANY LABOR ORGANIZATION; 

(B) HOWEVER, THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE IS GUARANTEED 
UNDER THE ILO PREEDOM OP ASSOCIATION CONVENTIONS, WHICH 
SOVIET UNION HAS RATIPIED; 

(C) THERE ARE SPECIPIC CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLAINTS 
PROCEDURES POR GOVERNMENTS, EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEE 
ORGANIZATIONS AND DELEGATES TO ILO CONPERENCES; 

(D) THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL LETTER DOES NOT 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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CONSTITUTE A COMPLAINT. 

2. LARGEGREN'S LETTER STATES THAT THE ILO HAS BROUGHT 
THE MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF THE USSR MISSION IN 
GENEVA. 

3. FYI: ILO OPPICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED PUZZLEMENT THAT 
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WESTERN TRADE UNIONS HAVE NOT FILED COMPLAINT AGAINST 
USSR. ICFTU REP IN GENEVA TOLD MISSION LABATT THAT 
"WE HAVE MISSED GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY." VANDEN HEUVEL 
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